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Quacks AND CHEMISTS. 


The conjunction implies no similarity. Between 
quacks and chemists there is as wide a difference us 
between quacks and veterinarians. We have con- 
joined them for the purposes of this note merely as 
two classes of men who are the greatest rivals of 
veterinary surgeons. Every year ‘the chemist is 
increasing his trade, in drugs and compounds, with 
the stock-owner. Every year the advertising quack 
who sells impossible specifics for the diseases of 
animals is widening his sphere of operations. Cer- 
tain much vaunted liniments and drinks are to be 
found everywhere, and their existence is evidence 
that the owner or manager of the herd or stud 
believes in their virtues. 

Quack medicines have an even wider sale for the 
eure of human infirmities than for the ills of 
animals, but it is rare to find the name of anyon> 
above the grade of a pew-opener attached to a testi- 
monial for human specifics. With preparations 
advertised as good for the diseases of animals it is 
different, and men of position-- men even of some 
presumed intelligence—permit their names to appear 
in recommendation of preparations for the cure of 
animal diseases. These men would resent a request 
to bolster So and So’s “ Blood Cleanser” or Anon’s 
“Female Pills” but they grant without a qualm of 
conscience, the use of their name to increase the 
sale of “Scarlet Oils” or *‘Etherial Drinks” for 
the maltreatment of stock. In some cases we see 
a claim to “ Royal patronage” attached to specifics, 
and we can only wonder how the under-strappeis 
are permitted to make such a use of their employers’ 
patronage. Some day the Schovul Board and techni- 
cal education will enable men to understand that 

the animal body and its disorders is not a field for 
the ignorant experiments of traders, and that the 

iseases Of the lower animals involve the same diffi- 
cult questions of physiology .and pathology as are 
now known and acknowledged to exist in relation 
to the diseases of man.  ‘I'o the ordinary intelli- 
gence, when enlightened by a little knowledge of 
the laws governing health and life, it is evident that 
each case of disease or accident must be seen and 
understood before any prescriber can do justice to 
oa The ordinary owner of animals apparently 

" leves that each derangement of his horse or ox, 
> ep or dog is a definite condition, to be specified 
“fe name and to be cured by a mixture. The 
bey 1c Is said to judge by results; they recog- 
‘se—we are told—some departure from health 


they give a certain specific, the animal recuvers and 
they are satisfied, They don’t want any theories, they 
want the animal cured, and if recovery follows the 
use of certain stuff they are convinced the stuff 
effected a cure. This sert of argument is not 
easily answered. Many educated men fail to dis- 
tinguish betwen post hoc and propter hoc. A large 
minority of stock-owners, if told with profound 
assurance that the application of a white powder 
four times a day to the tip of the tail would cure a 
wounded ear, would try it. If the wound healed 
nothing would convince them that recovery was not 
due to the white powder. 

Medical men and veterinarians are not free from 
blame iu the promulgation of the stupid belief in speci- 
fics. For a century or more the practice of medicine has 
been carried out with all the mysteries that could be 
applied to it. Drugs and compounds have been credited 
with specific actions which they never possessed, and 
diseases have been accepted as almost distinct entities 
which had to be recognised and combated by definite 
formule. 

Physiology, even in its most elementary form has not, 
till quite recently, been taught to any save medical men. 
The education of a man who understood the Punic wars 
was considered of a far higher standard than that of the 
man who knew the trachea did not communicate with 
the stomach. That a classical scholar may be a fool, and 
that the man who knows nothing of the functions of his 
own body is an ignoramus is just dawning upon us. It 
is not to be expected that common sense will ever be 
universal, but we may hope for the time when men will 
be able to distinguish between the trader who owns a 
formula and the professional man who can treat disease, 
We can only meet quackery by disseminating information 
and we can only counter the interference of the chemist 
by showing the value of expert knowledge. 

We have now an opportunity which should not be 
neglected. In nearly every county in England the local 
authority is establishing technical teaching, and the 
owner of stock has provided for him lectures on animals 
in health and disease. These lectures, if properly directed 
to the principles of physiology and pathology, ought to 
spread abroad information which will effectually counter- 
act the unfair rivalry of quacks and chemists. 

Such information must, however, be accompanied by 
some action on the part of the practitioner—action 
which will enforce the superiority of advice over drug- 
ging. Itis no use teaching men that scientific guidance 
is alone valuable if our practice is still based upon the 
old fallacy that quantities of medicines are necessary. 
We must increase our fees for advice and decrease our 
charges for drugs. The more veterinarians write and 
lecture the better—always supposing they refrain from 
the narrow expedient of recommending formule and 
take the wider and more intelligent line of layjng down 
correct principles. Petty jealousies must be put aside, 
and the advance of sound knowledge encouraged. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES 


MALPOSIIION OF THE COLON. 
By A. Levir, F.R.C.V.S., Thornhill, Dumfriesshire. 


The articles on Malposition of the Colon, by M@l- 
ler, Malkinus, and more recently by Prof. Walley in 
The Journal of Comparative Pathology and Thera- 
peutics, are of considerable value to us, and doubt- 
less many like myself interested in the diseases of 
the digestive system of the horse, have noticed 
several practical points in their issue In days gone 
by, cases slipped through our hands—the cause of 
death being attributed either to impaction of the 
colon, or a severe colic or other disease of the ali- 
mentary track—while I feel certain many of these 
were due to torsion of the colon. 

Since reading these articles I have had ample op- 
portunities to confirm many of the writers’ state- 
ments—though in others my experience leads me to 
differ. This may, however, be owing to the power 
one animal has over another in withstanding pain, 
the extent which the complaint has advanced ere 
aid was obtained, and further the different symp- 
toms manifested in two patients suffering from the 
same disease. 

In thirteen cases recently under treatment I found 
seven having partial twist towards the left, while 
the remaining six were towards the right, leading 
me to agree with Méller—that torsion is as liable to 
occur towards the left as to the right—thus differ- 
ing from Jelkman. Again, while agreeing with 
Jelkman that most cases occur in “ heavy breeds ” 
yet by no means are we to imagine that light horses 
escape. Four of the above given number were in 
roadsters—the symptoms in them being more violent 
than in draught horses. 

The information obtained by rectal exploration 
in this disease is sv admirably laid down by Moller 
that I cannot do better to serve my purpose than 
quote it. “When the existence of some obstruc- 
tion has to be inferred from the colic, which at first 


inwards (to the right) and, conversely, in torsion to 
the left they run towards the left side.” 

This 1s exactly what I found. and while admit- 
ting that according to Jelkman the mesentery of the 
small intestine may be felt tensely stretched—I am 
more inclined to agree with Mdller in paying greater 
importance to the course of the bands of the colon 
as an aid to diagnosing the nature of the twist. But 
with neither do I agree if we are to understand that 
in every case they had to deal with complete twist — 
a lesion of a graver kind, and in my opinion seldom 
ifever undone. This fact Prof. Walley notes, and 
I have little doubt, as he suggests, they refer to 
cases of partial twist. ; 

In the cases attended by me, in the early stage 
feeces were passed in fair quantities and frequently. 
but atter a time only in pellets of two or three and 
with a much longer interval. In this I think we 
have good ground for supposing the twist only to be 
partial, and that in the early stage we have passed 
out the foeces which are posterior to the obstruction ; 
whereas, the smaller quantities came anterior to 
that. If I be in this correct, then all will admit 
the twist to be partial and not complete. Another 
point of interest in these cases was—when in the 
agony of pain the patients usually lay on the near 
side, and if perchance on the off they did not re- 
main so any time. This occurred equally in right 
and left torsion. 

None of the authorities I quote mention the fact 
of an animal suffering from this affection making 
frequent futile attempts to urinate. In several of 
these cases which came under my observation this 
symptom was very marked, more particularly in 
those associated with tympanitis. The cause I 
believe to be found in the surcharged bowel, press- 
ing on the neck of a distended bladder interfering 
with the passage of urine; as after removal of this 
fluid by the catheter the strangury entirely ceased 
for a time, only starting afresh when the bladder 
again became refilled. 

I do not find great strength necessary to place 
the bowel in its normal position—as Moller says, 
but rather tact, patience and perseverance It is 
no unusual thing after yon are convinced of having 


if appears slight, but is associated with constant pain, | undone the twist to find shortly thereafter no cessa- 
i Hit becoming hourly worse, the intestinal sounds be- | tion of symptoms, but on the contrary often aggra- 1 
an coming always weaker, and the pulse quicker and | vation, and on examination per rectum the bowel has 
ie smaller—the hand introduced into the rectum| again become twisted. To illusttate this I may ¢ 
ae affords more accurate information regarding the | mention a case where I was called in consultation. t 
AP cause of stoppage. Close in front of the anus one| A mare had been more or less pained for 24 hours, V 
etter: thus recognises the greatly distended double colon, | had got physic, antispasmodics and other ingredients r 
af 2 tt t which at the first moment can easily be confounded | suitable for a case of colic. On making an examl- pe 
aa < with a strongly distended urinary bladder, but when | nation of the bowels per rectum I discovered a pat- of 
tat 4 this is more closely examined one soon observes that | tial twist towards the right, and following Millers Pe 
ahh “ it is acase of extreme distension of the pelvic| instructions I reduced it, as 1 thought—had the satis- pi 
aed | flexure of the colon. The prominent longitudinal | faction of hearing flatus passed per anum, and relief I, 
Seat muscular bands of the bowel not only enable one to | apparent. In about half an hour the symptoms th 
REY OM recognise that it is the colon that is felt, but also at | returned of an aggravated nature. I examined per 
oweay the same time show in what direction the torsion | rectum and found the bowel again twisted ; this sy 
has taken place. In the normal position of the | managed to undo, when the case progressed favour: act 
bowel these run in the direction of the body, where- | ably thereafter. be abe 
as in twist of the colon there is apparent a distinct| 1t is worthy of note that all these cases could flay 
alteration of the direction of the muscular bands. | attributed to predisposing causes, which | shall here did 
In twist towards the right they run backwards and | enumerate, viz., Change of diet, as new oats % an 
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straw. Superabundance of boiled food and want of 
exercise. Dry foods, as oats, beans and a variety 
of meals. Being allowed the quantity of food in 
idleness only suitable for active work. How 
these should act as predisposing causes will be 
readily understood when we think of the smail 
capacity of the horse’s stomach as compared with 
the amount of food partaken of, coupled with the 
fact that many animals gulp their food in a half 
masticated condition, so that it is not sufficiently 
acted on by the secretions in the mouth to prepare 
it for those in the stomach, whence it immediately 
passes to be discharged in a short time into the 
bowels, in due course reaching the colon. Here, 
should the quantity be received in a limited amount 
all may goon well, but if in excess, as may be in- 
ferred from the above, a very different state of 
affairs will follow. Nature does her utmost to get 
rid of what I may call this foreign substance—and in 
fighting hard to accomplish this feat—becomes ex- 
hausted, with the result that more material is being 
passed into the colon and little or none out. In 
time the bowel becomes surcharged, and should its 
contents not ferment, will give rise to discomfort 
and often pain. At this stage when the animal is 
going through so many unnatural movements it is in 
my opinion the bowel is liable to become twisted. 

The following case will explain this. My patient, 
a van horse, the property of J. Ballantyne, Esq., was 
on the 5th November put on a small allowance of 
new oats, straw, and mashes of boiled oats and beans 
with bran. Being at work daily had occasion to 
stand in the stable from Saturday evening to Mon- 
day evening, at which latter day he received his 
supper at 6 p.m. consisting of the afore mentioned 
boiling and oatstraw. A party passing the stable 
about 9.30, attention was drawn by hearing a com- 
motion as though a horse had got cast in the stall— 
immediately informed Mr, Ballantyne, who on open- 
ing the door found his horse to be suffering from 
what he supposed to be a severe attack of colic. 1 
was called to attend the case and made the follow- 
ing observations. My patient suffering acute abdom- 
inal pain, as shown by pawing, cringing, or legs all 
drawn together, and attempting to lie down, then up 
again, leaning towards the left against stall, finally 
going down and rolling on back, then up on feet, 
blowing, perspiring, anxious countenance. Frequent 
defecation and futile attempts to urinate, pulse 60, 

temp. 102F., extremities somewhat cold, abdomen 
very much distended—quite tympanitic. ‘he upper 
right flank was much bulged, the skin being con- 
siderably above the level of the external tuberosity 
of the ilium. On attempting to examine the bowels 
per rectum, I found the colon so full of gas, and im- 
pacted into the pelvic cavity, it was with difficulty 

got my hand in six inches. Diagnosis, surfeit of 
the colon. 

Treatment. As my patient was now showing 
a of suffocation I decided not to wait the 
a draught but to perform paracentesis 
’ ominalis, puncturing the colon in the upper right 
ney with Campbell’s trocar and canula, which 
poet the liberation of a rush of gas. I left the 

4 i for about a quarter-of-an-hour, and after 


removing, examined the bowels per rectum, when I 
found with the escape of gas I could get my hand 
fairly well forward. Here I discovered an impacted 
colon with a partial twist towards the right, and 
that the bowels still contained a considerable quan- 
tity of gas. I reduced the twist. and had hardly 
liberated my hand when a considerable quantity of 
gas passed per anus. I now gave a drench contain- 
ing pr. opii. ; eth. sulph. ; ol. tereb. and ol. lini ; and 
injections of luke warm water every quarter-of-an- 
hour for three injections. Had my patient well 
rubbed down, and walked for half a mile; when he 
returned was considerably relieved ; pain away, 
urinated freely, sides fallen; inclined to eat, bowels 
rumbling—no sound of such being heard prior to 
reducing the twist. Frequent passage of gas. My 
patient continued doing well, and was at work on the 
Wednesday following, appearing none the worse of 
his illness. 


CASEATION OR CALCIFICATION, 
By G. Upton, Dartford. 


Referring to a question on this matter in your 
correspondence column last week, I have 
noticed, as an old shepherd told me some 
few years ago, if lambs are weaned on Kentish 
marshes they will soon die of the worm. They cer- 
tainly will ; it is a well-known fact that wet pasture 
will bring on parasitic diseases in young animals ; 
particularly is this the case at weaning time, as the 
young animals then drink more water than they 
have been accustomed to previously. The four 
great enemies are toenia expansa, strongylus filaria 
and contortus, and tricocephalus affinis. 

Farmers and shepherds seem to be able to recog- 
nise toenia expansa and strongylus filaria, but 
strongylus contortus and tricocephalus affinis baffle 
them. 

The dry short hacking cough is fairly diagnostic 
when the parasites are situated in the lungs, although 
sheep often cough when fed on roots. 

Respecting the post-mortem appearances I have 
seen nodular deposits covering the whole of the 
pleura and pericardium which looked exactly like 
tubercle, and should any of these animals recover 
from husk they must in consequence have chalky 
lungs for the remainder of their life. In calves 
the deposits are much larger, but they too resemble 
tubercle. 

In the treatment | think medicine is of little 
avail. The shepherds’ remedy, turpentine and 
linseed oil, does more harm than good in a great 
many cases. Small doses of Epsom salts and gon- 
tian answer as well as anything I have used. re- 
vention is the only thing. When lambs are weaned 
they must be removed from the marshes on to the 
uplands and folded upon second cut clover, or rape, 
and allowed }1b. cake and half pint of corn each 
per diem. Kock salt should be placed in their 


I|troughs. Turnips are no good, as young~animals 


cannot bite them readily. 


Being a young man of small experience I must 
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apologise for intruding so much on your space, for 
I am quite sure this is only a repetition of what every 
practitioner has met with during the wet autumn 
of ’92; but to inspectors of meat I think the ques- 
tion of chalky lungs must be of great importance ; 
to me it is a difficult matter to distinguish between 
the two conditions without the aid of the microscope. 


THE PRODUCTION OF VOMITION IN THE 
HORSE. 
By Vet.-Capt. F. Smurru, F.R.C.V.S., Aldershot. 


I think we may accept two things as undoubted 
facts. 1. That there are cases of colic of stomach 
origin. 2. That if a horse could vomit rupture of 
the stomach, excepting from external violence, 
would be unknown. 

The literature of vomition in the horse is exten- 
sive, and as a profession we are pretty well agreed 
that two obstacles to it exist in the horse. 

1. A mechanical obstruction at the cardia. 

2. A lowly developed vomiting centre. 

To excite vomition we have to stimulate 2 and 
overcome 1. ‘The vomiting centre of a horse in 
health has probably never been stimulated, tartar 
emetic or apomorphia have not the slightest effect in 
this direction. Under disease the matter is different, 
we constantly see attempts at vomition, often 
futile, and always too late to be of any good, owing 
to the mechanical obstruction at the cardia. 

To overcome this latter I had made some years 
ago an elongated bag secured to the end of a long 
gum elastic catheter. the bag being capable of dis- 
tention, and I hoped by the pressure I could bring 
to bear within the cardia and last foot or two of the 
cesuphagus, to dilate this tube and opening, and so 
establish an upward communication with the mouth, 
in other words, to induce vomiting by removing the 
obstruction to this physiological act. 

Such trials as | have been permitted to make 
have been so far satisfactory, I have succeeded in 
getting some of the gastric contents to dribble from 
the nose, and this in an animal is a perfect state of 
health. In disease 1 have had considerable quanti- 
ties of the liquid contents of the stomach brought 


one end of it is placed a long rubber bag, 12 inches 
in length, securely tied to the catheter top and 
bottom. This bag communicates with the bore of the 
catheter, and through it can be inflated. The dotted 
line in the above figure shows the bag distended ; 
the solid end left at the extremity of the tube below 
the bag is to facilitate the introduction of the 
instrument from the mouth to the cesophagus. The 
opposite end of the tube, viz., that outside the body 
is provided with a tap and joint, on to this latter fits 
a pump by which means the bag can be distended 
with air. The tap is then turned, the pump dis- 
connected if necessary, and the instrument is at 
work; by opening the tap the bag at once col- 
lapses. 


The instrument is used as follows : — 

Opportunity is taken when the animal is down of 
putting on the hobbles, I prefer the patient to be 
lying on the off-side, a good mouth gag is now 
introduced, opened wide enough to destroy ali 


lateral motion in the horse’s jaws. I use a special 
German mouth gag, which screws open to any 
desired exten‘, and instead of pressing on the 
branches of the jaw exerts its pressure by means 
of plates on the incisor teeth. In this way the 
mouth does not suffer the slightest injury. 
The vomiter is now taken, the bag perfectly 
collapsed by means of the hand, and the tap turned 
to keep it in this condition, next it is thickly coated 
with lard, a process which must be well and care- 
fully done, as we know that in all these abdominal 
cases the salivary secretion is suspended and the 
parts quite dry. 
The operator liesdown at full length on his chest in 
front of the open mouth, the horse’s head and neck 


forming nearly a straight line. The right or left hand 
is now introduced into the mouth and in the hollow 
of it is the vomiter, which is held about an inch 
from its extremity. Keeping well to the middle 
line of the mouth, to avoid damaging fingers and ) 


up after this dilatation, but though I have had this 
instrument some years, I have never had an oppor- 
tunity of trying it in a case of ruptured stomach, or, 
more correctly, in a case which terminated in rup- 
tured stomach. As matters stand at present, it is 


‘ if 4 probable that at this rate sufficient observations will | bag against sharp molar teeth, the arm and instru- 

Hat not have been made within the next fifty years, and | ment are carried backwards over the base cof he 8 
ial q therefore 1 am tempted to bring this instrument | tongue and under the soft palate. At this point the f 
BG forward. not as one the value of which has been | animal struggles, and a slight difficulty — a 
firmly established, but as an instrumeut which | breathing, which is at once rectified when 
ithe promises to be of value if only fitting opportunities | larynx is brought into communication with the on 
Ate ¢ can be obtained for its trial on a sufficiently ex-| mouth by the lifting up of the long soft palate. 

dll tended scale. With the fore finger of the hand ex aes te ‘aly i 
ish } It is with this object, and this ouly, that I am | of the glottis is felt for, which having appre b> 
Pein a tempted to describe what we may term an esophageal | localised the instrument is pressed upwards de b va 
dilator or vomiter. _ | by the hand in the and forced sit 
The instrument consists of about nine feet of red | the hand outside the month, in this way It < 
sath 4s gum elastic, in diameter the size of a catheter, at |the cesophagus, one more sweep round the g'0 
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with the finger to ensure that the instrument has 
taken the right road is now made, the left hand is 
withdrawn, and the breathing at once becomes 
normal, the air passing through the mouth. 

I have laid stress on this examination of the 
larynx with the finger to ensure the tube having 
gone the right way There is nothing easier than 
to pass a tube into the larynx, and nothing more 
fallacious than to expect coughing, struggling, and 
violent dyspnoea to result if it does go there, and 
expect these symptoms to appear as an infallible 
test that you have taken the wrong road. Nothing 
of the sort happens, a horse pays very little attention 
to a tube passing into his windpipe, as I have obser- 
ved on very many occasions, 

The instrument is now in the cesophagus, the 
operator having one hand outside the mouth and 
one inside to guide the tube, the hand not being 
placed so far back as to cause any difficulty in 
respiration. If the instrument has been well 
greased it passes easily down, and one has to judge 
at what distance it is probably over the thickened 
part of the lower extremity of the cesophagus and 
contracted cardia’; it is about 64 feet or less from the 
incisor teeth, and I mark the place on my tube. 

The next step is to distend the bag, the one | 
have fills sufficiently with three strokes of the pump. 
I do not distent it more than this, for expansion of 
the air in the bag is certain to occur as the result 
of the body temperature. The bag being distended 
I leave it a second or two in its place, and then 
commenced to move it up and down, it is possible 
that the movement thus obtained is deceptive, and 
that the tube is moving in the bag and not the bag 
up and down the gullet. I lay, therefore, no stress 
upon this movement, and I only do it when I am 
not sure whether I have dilated a good length of the 
cesophagus, 

Sometimes I let all the air out and then take up a 
fresh position with the bag higher or lower as the 
case may be, repeating the pumping and stretching 


process just described. In about five minutes or | 


little longer the operation is completed, the bag is 
collapsed, and the tube carefully withdrawn—if 
thoroughly greased as I have mentioned it returns 
quite readily, if not it comes back slowly but 
surely. 

The horse is now let up, the head kept depressed, 
and two men on either side exert pressure on the 
abdominal wall, rhythmically and without violence, 
but sufficient to press the abdominal contents on the 
stomach ; thisis kept up as long as considered desira- 
ble depending upon the results produced. 

By this instrament I hope to prevent ruptured 
stomachs, and I trust all who are anxious to depart 

m the beaten path, will give the process a trial 
and report results in due course. The instrument is 
obtainable from Messrs. Arnold & Sons. 


Vereninany Scrence.—Professor Dewar gave his second 
his erties Friday evening in the Church Hall, at Earlston, 
caltati ject being organs of respiration. He described aus- 
vario sey" pe percussion, and then proceeded to consider the 
gitis ra ee of the respiratory organs as catarrh, laryn- 
a ~ Tas Uenza, strangles, tuberculosis, ect. He then spoke 

roe circulatory organs, their diseases, symptoms, cause, 
re, as braxy, anthrax, puerpura, nephritis. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A meeting of the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons was held on Wednesday, March 15th, 
for the purpose of considering the subject of appointing 
Delegates to meet the Committee of the Royal Veteri- 
nary College to consider the subject of a proposed altera- 
tion in the date of the Summer Examinations. 

The chair was taken by the President, Mr. W. J. 
Mulvey; and there were present Genl. Sir Frederick 
FitzWygram, Vet.-Col. Lambert, Vet. Col. Oliphant 
Vet.-Capt. Raymond, Messrs. Fraser, Simpson, an 
Wragg, Mr. G. Thatcher (Solicitor,) and Mr. Hill (See- 
retary). 

The Secretary read the notice convening the 
meeting. 

The letter addressed to the Council from the Royal 
Veterinary College was as follows :— 


Royat VETERINARY COLLEGE, 
Campen Town, N.W. 
Dear Mr. 

“ At a meeting of the General Purposes Committee of 
the Governors of this College, held on Wednesday last, 
it was decided to request the President and Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons tv appoint 
representatives to meet the Committee in regard to the 
communication recently addressed to the Council, ask- 
ing for an alteration in the date of the Summer Exami- 
nations in so far as this College was concerned. 

Although not officially authorised to do so, 1 think 
I may mention that during the present year the 
course of instruction at this College will, so far as regards 
the duration of the educational year, follow the lines 
laid down in the regulations adopted in 1888, according 


'to which the Course extends from the beginning of 


October to the middle of May. 

The Committee, however, believe that in reverting to 
a Summer Session they are acting in the best interests 
of the Students, and consequently, being most desirous 
of making the necessary arrangements as regards the 
Examinations for 1894 and subsequent years, hope that 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
will meet them in the way suggested. 

If you will kindly submit this proposition to your 
Council at the earliest opportunity you will greatly 
oblige ” 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) Ricuarp A. N. Powys, 


A. W. Hixt, Esq. Secretary. 


The CuarrMan, having apologised for convening a 
meeting of Council, asked whether it was the wish that 
representatives of the Council should meet the Governors 
of the Royal Veterinary College to discuss the question 
whether the date of the examinations should be altered 
from May to July. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp :—As I understand the function 
of pur representatives will not be to settle with the 
College what shall be done, but to hear what they have 
to say. 

The CHARMAN :—To discuss the question generally 
and to report to the next Council meeting. 

Mr. Fraser :—I think it would be only courteous to 
accede to the request ; and I will move that a committee 
of this Council be elected to meet the Governors of the 
Royal Veterinary College and discuss the question 
whether the date of the examinations should be altered 
from May to July. me 

Mr. Simpson seconded the mution, which was agreed 
to. 
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On the motion of Mr. Wraaa, seconded by Vet.-Col. 
LAMBERT, it was resolved that the committee should con- 
sist of the President, and Messrs. Fraser, Simpson, Hunt- 
ing, Oliphant and Raymond. 

The PresipEnt said he would arrange with the Secre- 
tary the time and place of meeting. 

The proceedings then terminated. 


VETERINARY ‘SOCIETIES. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


(Continued from page 509.) 


At the conclusion of the discussion on Dr. Barling’s 
paper the meeting proceeded to the transaction of the 
business of the annual meeting. Mr. Dawes read the 
letter from the Secretary of the National Association, 
referring to the Institute of Preventive Medicine, and 
suggesting united professional action with any funds 
they might subscribe. 

Mr. Matcoum said the Couacil of the N.V.A. met at 
Manchester the other day and they had before them the 
letter from the President of the proposed Institute of 
Preventive Medicine. The Council took exactly the same 
view that had been previously taken at the Central 
Veterinary Association in London, that they thought 
the veterinary representation on the Institute might be 
increased with some benefit. They entirely agreed with 
the objects of the Institute, and they thought that if the 
whole of the societies were to take the matter up and 
get the Royal College to mediate with the Institute they 
might have a better representation on the Institute of 
Preventive Medicine than they had at the present time. 
The National Association did not wish for a moment 
that that society or any other society should send its 
funds to the National Society. It was suggested that 
the societies could act through the Royal College, and 
the National Society only threw out the hint to the 
Midland Counties Association, or any other association, 
to do exactly as they thought fit, but the National 
thought that amalgamation would secure what singly or 
individually they might not obtain. Speaking as a 
member of the Midland Society he felt sure that they 
must all agree with the objects of the Institute, and if 
it was to be a joint affair between medical men and 
veterinarians he, as a me.nber of that society, would be 
prepared to support it. But however admirable the 
objects might be, if it were to be entirely a medical 
matter, if the work were to be entirely in the hands of 
medical men—and if they did the work, of course they 
would get all the credit—then he thought they could 
devote their funds to better use, by employing veterinary 
surgeons to carry out their experimental work, and then 
whatever credit accrued would be theirs. They wanted 
everything they could to enhance their own profession, 
and unless they had a fair idea that this Iustitute of 
Preventive Medicine was to be worked in real collabora- 
tion, with the veterinary surgeons, and that they could 
have ap active part in it, then he failed to see how it 
would benefit them materially to support it. They 
would like to see some credit come to the veterinary 
surgeon for work done, not that they should simply 
subscribe for medical officers to carry out all the experi- 
ments and to get all the credit of it. If the latter were 
tobe the case and he should vote against any of their funds 
going towards it, as he felt strongly they should use 
their funds for investigations by their own men, (hear, 
hear) and they had done some good already, and might 
confidently work forward to still better results in the 


future. They tried operations for blackleg, and they 
settled one matter—that they could not get the same 
results in this country that they claimed on the Conti- 
nent. He thought they might hold their hand until 
they saw what line was meant to be taken up. (Hear, 
hear.) If the Institute wished the veterinary profession 
to co-operate with them the latter ought to assist to the 
utmost of their power; but if they wished to carry on 
the matter themselves without the help of veterinarians 
then the funds of the association ought to be devoted 
to another purpose. 

Mr. Buakeway:—Has the Secretary received any 
official communication from the Institute of Preventive 
Medicine ? 

Mr. Dawes :—No, not in my official position. 

Mr. Brakeway :—Then I think we should not take 
any action until we hear from them. 

Mr. Dawes:—I believe they wrote to every other 
secretary. I received a circular privately but not as 
secretary. 

Mr. Over said he was in sympathy with what had 
been stated by Mr. Malcolm. He approved of the 
Institute as it stood, but he thought that as a profession 
they should be more fully recognised. They had the 
President of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
with them, and he, no doubt, could give them some infor- 
mation on the subject. He suggested that they should 
approve of the principle of handing over a sum of money 
to the Royal College, but that the matter should be put 
on the agenda at the next meeting to be considered. 
It could then be fully discussed. If necessary he would 
move a resvlution to this effect. 

Mr. Mutvey said it had been agreed that in the event 
of the associations subscribing that they would add to 
that asum to make it something worthy of the profession. 
They had also determined that they would first of all see 
that the veterinary profession was properly represented 
on the Council of that body before making any grant of 
its funds, 

Mr. Goocu seconded the motion that the subject be 
put on the agenda paper for the next meeting in May, 
and it was carried. 

Mr. BuaKkeway then read his report as treasurer. 

Mr. Huvusanp next moved that the treasurer’s report 
should be received and adopted. 

Mr. Matcotm seconded the proposition and it was 
carried. 

Mr. ParKER proposed that Mr. T. H. Merrick be 
elected president for the ensuing year. He said they 
had had many good presidents and he was sure that Mr. 
Merrick would make a good one. He was on the Council 
and was highly thought of there. He did not think 
they could have a better man. (Hear, hear.) 

The PREsIDENT seconded the resolution and said, I am 
sure that Mr. Merrick will make an excellent president. 
He has been a regular attendant, and All of you know 
his good qualities. 

The resolution was carried. 

Mr. TriaceR proposed Mr. Horton, of Warwick, as 4 
vice-president. 

Mr. STANLEY seconded the motion. 

Mr, Horton asked to be excused. (No, no.) He 
worked his practice, he said, single-handed, and he had 
more than he could do. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. StanLEy moved that Mr. J. Wiggins should also 
become a vice-president of the association. 

Mr. Buunr seconded this and it was passed. 

Mr. Matco.tm proposed that their late treasurer, Mr. 
Blakeway, should be re-elected. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Coe seconded this and it was passed. “oh 

Mr. Merrick thanked them heartily for the hig 
honour they had conferred upon him in electing him “ 
be their President. When he thought of the good me 
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who had held the post before it was rather with trepida- 
tion that he looked forward to his year of office, but he 
would promise that they should have his best services, 
and he hoped at the end they would prove satisfactory. 
He thought it was the duty of the President-elect to 
choose the Secretary of the Association, and he was sure 
he would not be doing wrong in choosing their late 
Secretary Mr. Dawes. (Hear,hear.) With his assistance 
he was sure he should be able to better undertake the 
duties of President. 

The PREsIpENT seconded the motion for the re-elec- 
tion of Mr. Dawes as Secretary. Mr. Dawes gave the 
President as little trouble as possible, and he was an 
efficient Secretary. (Hear, hear.) 

The resolution was carried. 

Mr. Buakeway returned thanks for his re-election, 
and remarked that he was looking forward to an easier 

ear this year than last. They might have done better 
y choosing someone else, but he should be glad to con- 
tinue to do his best. 


MemsBers or Councit R.C.V.S. 


The PxEsIpENT said it was now for the meeting to 
decide whether the Association should be represented on 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur 

eons. 

* Mr. Maucotm thought it would be a very good solu- 
tion of the question if the Society would decide to sup- 
port those members whom they wished to stand as 
Councillors. Two of their most respected members were 
Mr. Beddard and Mr. Wragg, and if one or both stood 
they would receive the unanimous support of the Society 
and its influence with other Societies should secure their 
return. They could not have better representatives, and 
he hoped they would both come forward, and that it would 
be the wish of the Society they they should be sup- 
ported. 

Mr. TricGeEr said for the last two or three years the 
Association had decided to adopt members and to run 
them as the nominees of the Midland Counties Associa- 
tion. There were pressing reasuns, perhaps, why that 
should be done. The new Charter was before them, and 
they were anxious to have representatives of their own. 
The urgency of that matter had passed. Under the old 
Charter Mr. Wragg and Mr. Beddard had become vice- 
presidents of the Royal College. Under the new Charter 
the vice-presidents will be elected from the Council, and 
they would have to select an extra number of members 
of Council to fill up the vacancies. Therefore this year 
there would be an increase in the number of Council to 
be elected. If they found that the two gentlemen whose 
names had been mentioned were willing to stand and to 
contest the election he asked the members to give them 
their cordial support. Mr. Beddard since he became a 
member of the Council had been au assiduous attendant 
and had given the greatest care to their interests. Mr. 
Wragg held aprominent position, as he was treasurer, and 
as such he was fairly entitled to his seat. If they came 
forward and consented to be nominated he asked their 
cordial support for them. 

Mr. Matcoum:—1 hope Mr. Beddard will accede to 
our request withont demur. He is the right man in the 
Tight place, and I am sure it would be a great pity if we 
were to lose his services. 

Mr. Bepparp appreciated the honour that it had been 
Proposed to confer upon him. There was only one 
a why he should wish to decline it, and that was 
> en he looked round the room, or thought over a few 
*dsentees, he knew that there were members who might 
+ the who were far better able to represent them in 

he ouncil than he was. (No, no.) Until he had the 
aged of sitting on the Council he used to think that 
© work was light, and that one only had to attend for 


oneself; but he had altered his opinion considerably. 
There was no doubt some hard, earnest, financial work to 
do, and if a man took an interest in the well being of 
his profession he must be very regular in his attendance. 
and keep himself well versed in all that was going on, 
That all required time, and a man must devote a good 
deal of time if he was to carry out the duties satisfac- 
torily. Not only that, but it required a man of deep 
care, thought, and consideration to arrive at a conclusion, 
and a man that was able to give vent to his opinions and 
to maintain his views ; and he was sure they would find 
men amongst their members far better able to do this 
than he was. Still he did not want to shirk any duty 
because no man had more love for the profession, and 
the Midland Counties Association in particular, than he 
had. He asked them to re-consider his nomination. He 
was perfectly satisfied that they would be better able to 
find a man to represent them, and he would be very glad 
to give him his support 

Mr. Otver :—A man who can see so many virtues in 
other people and so few in himself is calculated to benefit 
the profession. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Beddard had already 
done his work so satisfactorily. It is not necessary that 
all members of the Council should be brilliant speakers, 
you want brilliant thinkers, and I should be glad to pro- 
pose that Mr. Beddard and Mr. Wragg be our representa- 
tives. 

Mr. Huntine said that Mr. Beddard was one of the 
most regular attendants on the Council, and one of the 
most earnest men. He was gifted with a large share of 
common sense, and he (the speaker) was sure no one was 
better fitted to represent them. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. Stantey :—I shall be pleased to second Mr. Olver’s 
proposition. 

Mr. Merrick :—And I am sure we could not have a 
better representative. (Hear, hear.) 

The resolution was carried. 

Mr. Husanp then proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Barling for the able way in which he had conducted the 
business of the Association during the year. He was 
sure they would all agree that he was entitled at their 
hands toa hearty vote of thanks. ' 

Mr. Smirx seconded the resolution and agreed that 
Mr. Barling had fulfilled the duties of his office 
admirably. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Prestpent :—I thank you for the compliment. I 
am sorry I have not been able to fill the chair more 
ably. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


ANNUAL AND DINNER. 


The Annual General Meeting and Dinner of the Associa- 
tion were held at ‘“‘ The Great Western ” Hotel, Reading, 
on Friday, February 24th. The chair was taken by the 
President, Mr. J. D. Barford, Southampton, and there 
were also present Messrs. W. J. Mulvey, F. W. Wragg, J. 
Sutcliffe Hurndall, Hon. Sec.; J.P. 8. Walker, Oxford, 
Treasurer; C. Wood Page, Banbury; W. Hunting ; 
Walter Western, Bracknell ; P. Irving, Chipping Norton ; 
Sidney Villar, Harrow-on-the-Hill; G, A. Lepper, Ayles- 
bury; John Varney, Winslow; Albert W. Wheatley, 
W. G. Flanagan, Reading; E. C. Howard, Newbury ; 
A. L. Butters, Paddington ; R. Page Bull, Deddington ; 
and Major J. Kettle, A.V.D., visitor. — 

The minutes of last meeting having beef read and 
confirmed, the President explained that by an oversight 
they forgot at the Jast meeting to thank the out- 


an hour or two, and then to go into the City and enjoy 


going President (Mr. H. G. Lepper) for his conduct 
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of the business during the last year; and he now pro- 
posed a hearty vote of thanks to him. The Hon. Sec. 
seconded the resolution with great cordiality, referring 
to the great kindness and the business abilities Mr. 
Lepper had shown throughout his year of office. The 
resolution was carried unanimously. 

The Hon. Secretary then announced apologies for 
inability to attend the meeting from the following gen- 
tlenen: Messrs. W. Wilson, James East, Joseph East, 
F. W. Hanks, Thomas Powell, A. Chisholm, E. J. Mel- 
lett, C. J. Emerton, 8. H. Slocock, C. Sheather, C. Carter, 
E. Langford, J. H. Wilson, F. W. Willett, G. T. Cannon, 
H. G. Rogers, Hatch, Owen, A. E. Barlow, Dr. Fleming, 
Professors McCall, Walley, and Williams; and by tele- 
gram from Mr. T. B. Goodall, Sir Henry Simpson, and 
Mr. James Simpson. 


Tue Institute oF PREVENTIVE MEDICINE. 


The Prestpent said the next business was to consider 
a motion, of which he had given notice, in favour of a 
grant being made from the funds of this association in 
aid of the proposed Institute of Preventive Medicine. 
Feeling that prevention was more largely entering into 
their practice than had been the case in the past, and 
knowing to a certain extent the principles the new asso- 
ciation would move on, he ventured to suggest that the 
matter should at any rate be further considered by that 
meeting. 

The Hon. Secretary read, at the President’s request, 
a letter written tohim by Mr. Hunting, under the im- 
pression that his engagements would not allow him to be 
present at that meeting. 

Mr. Huntine said that letter was almost a private 
communication to Mr. Hurndall. In The Record he 
rather rushed at this thing, thinking it must be good 
under all circumstances for the association to be con- 
nected with the medical profession in a new venture of 
that kind. But Mr. Malcolm of Birmingham, and one 
or two other veterinary surgeons, had poiated out to 
him that it was a little doubtful whether they would 
obtain the benefits they desired from that institution. 
They might run away with the idea that because they 

am out so well at the Hygienic Congress any other 
connection with the medical profession would also do 
them good. One thing that had been insisted or was 
that if they had subscribed to the Institute they should 
ask for at least two members of the veterinary profes- 
sion to be on the Council of the Institute. But suppos- 
ing they got that, and granted a subscription of £100 or 
£200, what good would it do them? It did not follow 
that they would be able to have their own way, or even 
to have any allowance made for them. Taking an ordi- 
nary human-nature point of view, it was possible their 
£200 might help on the Institute, and that they 
might have the honour and glory of having two men on 
the Council whose opinions might be expressed but 
whose ideas would never prevail. (Hear,hear.) So far 
as he knew, the medical profession had not often put 
members of the veterinary profession in any prominent 
position. The work done on the diseases of animals 
had up to the present time, he was sorry to say, been a 
miserable failure. Let them take for instance the work 
of Klein on the eruptive diseases of cows’ udders, and 
his work on diphtheria, and they would find the result 
had been error in every case. (Mr. Walker: and always 
will be.) If there were to be any investigations into the 
diseases of animals they ought to be conducted by a 
professional bacteriologist in conjunction with a veteri- 
nary surgeon ; for the latter could claim that they were 
the only body in the country who were able to recog- 


medical men in the investigation of the diseases of 
animals transmissible to man, which was one of the 
greatest questions of the day ; and unless they could see 
they were going to have a joint “ hand in the pie ”—really 
to share the work with them—it was very doubtful to him 
whether that association should take any part in estab- 
lishing the Institute. He thought they should hold 
their hand until they saw definitely what was proposed. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The PresipENt agreed with Mr. Hunting that until 
they had a direct understanding that they should have 
some weight and authority on the Council they should 
not vote a sum of money; and he would now propose 
that conditionally on the Council being extended, and 
veterinary representation established, the funds of the 
association should be used. ‘ 

The Hon. Secretary seconded the resolution pro 
forma, but said he had hinself little sympathy with pre- 
ventive medicine at all. His great aim in life was to use 
what little ability he had in his professional duties in 
the endeavour to cure disease, not to prevent it. All 
preventive medicine had up to the present time been a 
failure, so far as he understood it. Of course he might 
be wrong. Prof. McFadyean had admitted his work on 
the quarter-evil to be practically a failure. Pasteur had 
done more to spread rabies than he had done to prevent 
it. It was very well to advertise a lot of figures about 
cases, but much of it was mere. assumption, as figures 
could easily be produced to show worse results than 
failure; he thought that as a profession they were 
doing themselves great dishonour to recognise M. 
Pasteur in the matter. He was quite in harmony with 
one portion of Mr. Hunting’s remarks, for he did not 
see that they should “ toady ”’ to the medical profession 
at all. He had a great belief in being very blunt and 
straightforward in those matters. (Hear, hear.) The 
medical profession would allow them to “play up to 
them” so long as it answered their purpose. and no 
longer. They had men of good education and standing, 
meu who were able to take a good scientific position in 
the world and to hold their own with any medical men ; 
and he thought they should take their own position and 
hold it, and not throw themselves away. If they found 
ultimately that the medical profession recognised their 
position, and were willing to allow them to take their 
proper status in an Institute of Preventive Medicine, 
if such was thought useful, it would be another matter. 
He was sincere and honest in his convictions, and his. 
practice convinced him that his ideas were right, and 
that some day the ideas he held would he fully recognised. 
He might be labouring under a great mistake, but he 
did not believe preventive medicine to be anything but 
a mistake. Unquestionably no good could come from 
physiologists unless they co-operated with the better class 
of veterinarians, for they could not arrive at the truth 
unless they did. He should watch the proceedings of 
the proposed Institute with a great deal of interest, and 
should be very pleased to see good arise out of it, but he 
had his doubts and fears. At the same time he did not 
wish to set himself up as an authority, but it was 4 
matter of conviction with him, and he felt he could 
support the President without compromising his own 
particular views in the matter. The thing was to have 
light thrown on the whole subject and to have trath 
evolved therefrom if it was possible to get it ; and they 
could not do that if they blinded their eyes to things 
being done by other people, even if they held entirely 
contrary views. He agreed with Mr. Hunting also that 
they should not throw their funds away for the sake of 
futile honours. Let them be sure they were going to 


bi Sit nise positively the clinical symptoms of disease in ani- | get some good from it. The medical profession would 
t rat Ps) mals. (Hear, hear.) Medical men could not recognise | never give them the slightest honour if they could kete 
tag cy those symptoms as they could; and therefore he held | it from them. They had always shown them the “col 
“ae that the public should be protected against the errors of ! shoulder ” and always would ; and if they could work on 
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their own lines by all means let them do so, and have 
the credit of it. (Hear, meee 

Mr. Mutvey said the College, until assured the veteri- 
nary profession was to be properly represented there, 
refused to subscribe ; but they agreed that if the societies 
throughout the country subscribed a certain amount 
they would then undertake the care of the money, and 
would make an addition to it if they were assured the 
veterinary profession was to be properly represented. 

Considerable discussion followed. 

Mr. Wraae said that at the meeting of the Council of 
the Central Association, where all the business relating 
to financial matters was done, a motion was moved to 
the effect that the Council viewed the scheme with 
favour, and that they would be prepared to support it 
when they found the veterinary profession was going to 
be represented on the council of the Institute. 

The Prestpent thought the better way would be, in 
view of the present uncertainty, to ask the secretary to 
communicate with Sir Joseph Lister and ask for a 
thorough explanation of what was intended. He heard 
a little time ago that they were entirely reforming the 
bye-laws, and that the veterinary profession would be 
largely interested. Under the circumstances he would 
withdraw the resolution of which he had given notice, 
and propose that the secretary write for information. 

Mr. WaLKER seconded the motion, and it was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. WALKER gave notice of the following motion, viz., 
“That in future members nominated for the office of 
President be elected by ballot and that all members be 
eligible.” 
Piace oF Next 

The PrestpENT said he should be very pleased to see 
the Association at Southampton, but feared it was so far 
from the centre that they would not get a meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Irvine, seconded by Mr. Page, 
it was unanimously resolved that the next meeting be at 
Oxford. 

Members or Councit R.C.V.S. 


The President said that as the time was approaching 
for the annual election of members of Council, it had 
been suggested that names should be given in that day 
that the Association should support. 

Mr. Hunrina proposed and the Hon. Secretary second- 
ed that the Association support the re-election of Mr. 
Wragg; and the President moved and Mr. Page Bull 
seconded a similar resolution in respect of Mr. Mulvey, 
both being cordially carried. 


Morsip SpPecIMEN. 


Mr. Vaxney exhibited the cesophagus of a two-year- 
old heifer, which he had caused to be slaughtered, as it 
was unable to take food. All the other internal organs 
were perfectly healthy ; no suggestions were, however, 
offered towards elucidating the peculiar pathological con- 
dition demonstrated in the specimen, which was never- 
theless examined with much interest ;and Mr. Varney was 

rtily thanked, on the proposition of the President, 
seconded by Mr. Irving. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. J. D. Barrorp, F.R.C.VS. 


h The President explained that owing to his very infirm 
for the last month or two he had not written a paper. 
€ must first tender them his best thanks for the very great 
, hour they had conferred on him in unanimously 
ous him their President. He highly appreciated 
hace tmaterae and at the same time felt his almost utter 
dutie ity, in consequence of health, to carry out the 
sh id of the chair in the thoroughly efficient way he 
ould have liked to have done. He must ask them at 


any rate to accept the will for the deed that day, and to 
allow him simply to review the past year, and give them 
a brief retrospect of the events that had occurred to the 
Association and of some other matters of interest to the 
profession. That day twelvemonth they held their 
eighth annual meeting, which was presided over in a very 
admirable way by their friend Mr. H.G. Lepper. One 
part of the business at that meeting was to order the 
purchase of a large case of lithotomy instruments. Those 
instruments had since been manufactured and paid for, 
and were now in his charge, as President, for the use of 
the members. Their friend, Mr. Lepper a year ago gave 
them a very practical inaugural address. He would next 
refer to the new Charter, which was accomplished and 
carried through during the past year. That Charter 
temporarily came to almost alamentable end in conse- 
quence of—should he say ?—the carelessness of some- 
body in the Privy Council office, by which one of the 
principal clauses in the Charter (that increasing the fees 
from 13 to 20 guineas) was omitted when the Charter 
was sent to them for perusal. Their solicitor happened 
to “spot” the omission at once, and communicated with 
the Privy Council, and after a great deal of consideration 
the matter was set at rest. It appeared that the matter 
was now going smoothly. The principal clauses that 
would be in action in the future were, first, that every 
member should be eligible to be elected a member of the 
Council provided he had attained the age of 26 years or 
had been in practice for not less than five years. Now, 
therefore, Fellows had no privilege over Members, and 
Members had no privilege over Fellows, excepting on the 
examining board. After the next annual meeting the num- 
ber of the Council would be 32 ; no member of the Council 
should be an examiner, and no examiner should be a 
member of Council. By far the larger proportion of 
members of the profession had given in their adhesion to 
the Charter; and he as President of that Association 
most certainly should support it, if only as a matter of 
policy, leaving it to the future to determine whether it 
was in the best interest of the profession or not. 
(Applause.) He himself had not any very direct opinion 
upon it; but upon the principle of the minority bowing 
to the majority he should feel in duty bound to do that 
if he did nothing else. (Hear, hear.) The Association 
next met on the last Friday in June, which was quite a 
“red-letter day’ in the annals of the Royal Counties’ 
Association. He could not forget how hospitably and 
splendidly they were entertained, as a preliminary to 
their business ; nor could he help congratulating their 

friend Mr. James Simpson that after 22 years of muni- 

cipal life he had received the very highest houour that 
could be accorded to any citizen. He carried out his 
duties splendidly on that occasion, at the hospitable 
boa-d at which he so sumptuously entertained them. 

(Hear, hear.) Followiug on Mr. Simpson’s great hospi- 

tality they had the pleasure of hearing read what was 

perhaps an unique paper in the annals of that or any 

other Society—Mr. T. B. Goodall’s paper on “ The nasal 

chambers and favial sinuses of the horse.” (Hear, hear.) 

Having quoted part of Mr. Goodall’s paper, the Presi- 

dent went on to quote from Mr. Hurndall’s able remarks 

in re-opening the discussion on it at the November 
meeting. Proceeding, he said he thought it right to step 

a little out of the ordinary way to mention the National 

Association, as that was the principal Association in the 

country, and one the work of which they should highly 

appreciate and acknowledge in every way they could. 

The Association was, as they knew, opened in Glasgow 

under the presidency of their able friend Professor 

McCall, at a very large and successful meeting. Having 

quoted from Professor McCall’s inaugural addgpss, he 

said their friend Mr. Hunting followed with a very 

elaborate paper on “ Veterinarians and their progress and 

position,” and he had read both addresses with very 
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considerable interest, aud was satisfied the profession 
had benefited very considerably by them. After that a 
paper was read ny Mr. Dewar on the various methods of 
castration, and some very valuable information was the 
result, almost every known method of castrating animals 
being introduced and discussed. The President went on 
to say that he thought great good might arise from the 
Metropolitan Glanders Order, in the stamping out, or 
partial stamping out, of that disease. He had no doubt 
that in years gone by a very large number of glandered 
animals had been shut up in dark stables and worked at 
night, being hardly ever seen. Extra inspectors had 
been appointed, and various other good things done in 
connection with it, and he had no doubt theresult would 
be avery material diminution of the disease. (Hear, 
hear). He could not close his very imperfect remarks 
without alluding to a very sad subject—the death of Mr. 
Benjamin Cartledge, in whom he lost one of his brightest 
and dearest friends. He was a friend of his almost from 
his b.yhood, They lived together in the same house, 
they were brought up together, and had been “sworn 
friends’ ever since. Latterly, too, they had heard with 
regret of the death of others who had done good service 
to the prvfession—Mr. Briggs, of Bury, and Mr. Robin- 
son, of Greenock. Both Mr. Robinson and Mr. Briggs 
had been examiners ; and Mr. Briggs had been a Justice 
of the Peace in the town in which he lived, and very 
highly appreciated by his neighbours and friends. He 
should also mention that the centenary of the Royal 
Veterinary College took place during last year, and was 
camry over by the Prince of Wales, which was a great 
onour to the profession. (Applause.) 

Mr. Mutvey thought it due to their President to pass 
to him a very hearty vote of thanks for his able address, 
and for his couduct in the chair. 

Mr. WesteRN seconded the proposition, which was 
carried by acclamation, and suitably acknowledged by 
Mr. Barford. 

THe Dinner. 


This followed the meeting, at the same Hotel, the 
President occupying the chair and Mr. Lepper the vice- 
chair. In addition to the gentlemen named above, Mr. 
Giles Ayres and Mr. T. Donovan, of Reading, were 
present as visitors, 

The Presipent having submitted, in appropriate terms, 
the toasts of “ The Queen,” and “ The Prince and Prin- 
cess of Wales and all other members of the Royal Family.” 

Mr. Fianacan proposed “The Army, Navy and 
Reserve Forces,” observing that the class of men who 
are now joining the Army, although younger, were 
socially much better than tney were 20 yearsago. He 
was quite certain that should the occasion ever arise the 
reserve forces would be found of the greatest assistance 
to the regular army and the navy in protecting this 
country from invasion. (Applause.) 

Major Kerrve made an able reply. In the course of 
his speech he said that as connected with the Army 
Veterinary Department he had always received the 
greatest kindness from the civil members of the pro- 
fession. In going about abroad, and in England and 
Ireland they had many opportunities of seeing the pro- 
gress nade by the profession generally, and he thought 


ber who held the distinguished service order, which was 
only instituted three or four years ago. Again, until 
quite recently no member of their profession could hold 
in the Army the pusition of C.B. in the military division, 
but they had now two veterinarian military C.Bs.— 
Mr. Merrick and Col. Lambert. On the present occasion 
he wanted to call their attention to the question of 
glanders. In the army glanders used to be the commonest 
of diseases, and it was always said that it was introduced 
by the horses brought back from active service. In the 
army they had had no glanders now for five years, ending 
on the 31st of next March. (Applause.) It might be 
thought by outsiders that cases had been suppressed, or 
put out of sight ; but such a thing was not possible in 
the army. They had to take the daily “ detail,’ and 
that showed the number of horses at work daily and the 
number on the sick report: and the work done by each 
individual horse was shown on that daily report there 
was no getting away from the fact, and he said the 
Army Veterinary Depa:tment had done good work in 
keeping out glanders for five years. (Hear, hear.) He 
brought that matter forward on-that occasion with the 
distinct object of assisting them to stamp out glanders 
in civil life. If they could do it in the army he main- 
tained it could be done in civil life, although of course 
not so quickly. They were successful because the veteri- 
rary department of the army settled the matter, and 
nobody could interfere with them. They were given 
carte blanche to stamp out the disease, and they were not 
hampered by any question of compensation. If similar 
powers were given to veterinary surgeons to stamp out 
glanders, say in London, it would be stamped out. (Hear, 
hear.) The question was whether it was not better to 
keep the necessity of compulsory slaughter altogether 
apart from the question of compensation. The veteri- 
nary surgeons of England should agree on one thing— 
which was that the power existed of stamping out by 
proper regulations the disease of glanders-farcy. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Wrage next submitted the toast of the day— 
“Success to the Royal Counties Veterinary Medical 
Association, that was he said, one of the junior associa- 
tions, having first seen the light at a later period than 
some others ; but nevertheless it had held its own, and 
had done good work. ‘I'he reason of its success, he took 
it, was that the “men at the helm”’ with perhaps one 
exception—- (laughter and “no’’) had always been good 
men, and men who had understood how to carry on the 
business. Their good friend Mr. G. A. Lepper, who was 
in the vice chair that evening, as the first President 
inaugurated the success of that assuciation ; and he was 
followed in the chair by Mr. H. G. Flanagan, who did his 
best to raise the association to the position it was now 
in. (Hear, hear.) They had also been very happy ” 
their executive officers. They had a most indefatigable 
secretary in Mr. H. Kidd, whose services they had very 
much regretted they had lost ; but he was pleased to say 
they had a gentleman now filling the secretarial position 
who worthily emulated the gvod example set him by his 
predecessor. (Applause.) ‘Then they had always had 
first-rate treasurer, who was most vigilant in seeing that 
the money was spent in the proper way, and in that way 
only. (Applause.) He coupled with the toast the vame 


that progress very satisfactory indeed. He thought 
there ot a iaeias elevation both socially and = of the president, of whom he might say much, but that 
te sionally, and also from a scientific point of view, within | the toast of his health came later on. 

at the last 25 years. They also knew that the civilian| The PrestpEnt, replying, said he was sure Mr. Wragg rece 
4 Bit by members of the profession had pushed the profession on, | had given the true reasons for the success of that person cue) 
eae inasmuch as they heard of their being made Justices of | tion. If every association had had such a first presiden orn 
aye 4 the Peace, Mayors of towns, and members of the Civil | as his friend Mr. G. A. Lepper its unquestionable success end 
By bi Division of the Order of the Bath. In the Army they | would have been assured. [n Mr. Kidd they had a very a 
“A bi thought a great deal of that sort of thing. They had | excellent secretary ; and he was happy to say they they (App 
ers bi done their share too, and they would find members now | indeed a very worthy successor; while he was sure a M . 
eat ft holding honours for which they were vot eligible until | would never be bankrupt while Mr. Walker rem® ri 
oa : fe within the last four or five years. They had one mem- | their treasurer. (Hear, hear.) He should do his 
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during his year of office to carry out the duties of Presi- 
dent, and trusted he might not altogether fail. (Applause.) 

Mr. Burrers, in submitting the toast of “ Kindred 
Associations,” said the advantages of those associatiuns 
were so great, and they were considered by certain mem- 
bers of the profession of such great advantage that they 
belonged to two or three of them. He coupled with the 
toast the name of Mr. Sidney Villar who did his work 
well in connection with the Central Veterinary Medical 
Association. (Applause.) ; 

Mr. VittaRr, in returning thanks, said that having 
been connected with the working of the Central Society 
and the National Veterinary Medical Association he 
claimed for them even a greater advantage than the pro- 
motion of the profession, and that was the promotion of 
social intercourse and friendship among the members of 
the profession. As a young man he had derived great 
advantage from being connected with older members of 
the profession through those societies. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Huntina proposed “ The Veterinary Profession.” 
They did not need to go back to the days “ when George 
the Third was king” (referring to a song which had 
just been sung) to contrast the present with the old 
state of the profession. Only 50 years ago they were not 
acknowledged as a scientific body or as an educated set 
of men ; and the general public had the notion that the 
education then given to the veterinary surgeon was so 
much waste of time. They showed that by employing | 
empirics all round, whereas now the empirical practitioner 
was having a very bad time of it owing to the public 
appreciation of trained scientific men. (Hear, hear.) 


profession in recent years. He would take up the 
thread of his discourse where he left it, a few years ago. 
Five or six years ago the profession seemed to have got 
into a state of lethargy, and it was necessary for someone 
to step in and lead the way to what he hoped they might 
call higher things. That was done, and the result had 
been that they had obtained a new Charter, which had 
given them the many advantages which had been 
enumerated by their President that afternoon. Every 
member of the profession, as he stated, was now eligible 
to occupy a seat in the Council room ; and he hoped they 
might see now for the first time for many years Members 
of the profession, as distinguished from Fellows, elected 
to represent their fellow practitioners in the Council 
chamber. (Hear, hear.) He thanked Mr. Hunting for 
his kind personal reference, and those present for their 
reception of his name, and he would add that any little 
trouble and exertion he had taken in the matter had 
been really and truly a labour of love with him. His 
aim and object had been, if possible, to raise and elevate 
the profession to a higher standard than ever before. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Hurnpatt proposed “The Visitors.” They 
wanted, he said,if they could to leave a favourable 
impression upon the general public that they were really 
able to do, as a profession, what they looked to them to 
perform. If on occasions like the present they were 
favoured with the presence of gentlemen who were well 
acquainted with racing establishmeuts, or were hunting 
or coursing men, they might create an impression of that 
kind. (Hear, hear.) At those meetings the visitors not 


The public valued a trained expert, and were willing to | 
acknowledge that they knew their business, and that to | 
employ them paid better than to callin the empiric who 
only guessed. It had been pointed out how the different 
associations had raised the profession and brought about 
a feeling of brotherly love in the district ; and when they | 
remembered there were associations all over the kingdom | 
they would understand how brotherly love prevailed all 
round amongst them now. (Laughter.) It did not a 
year ago—not much. (Renewed laughter.) They hada’ 
little domestic difference to settle then, but all that had been 
settled, and they now appeared as a united family, agree- 
ing in everything and especially in this, that the public 
ought to appreciate them because they were a real good 
lot. (Laughter.) He did not know that the British 


public gave them all the credit they deserved. They not 


only heard a good deal of the working of the profession, 
but also had a fair opportunity of judging whether they 
did really represent that which as professional men they 
claimed to do. He might be asked why he suggested the 
possibility of such a question. Just because Mr. Hunt- 
ing had reminded them that no more thau 50 years ago 
the members of the profession were looked upon as men 
whose business did not call for any great amount of in- 
tellectual development. They knew from personal 
experience the amount of intellectual development re- 
quired of them. Their studies were not confined to the 
period when they were attending college lectures, nor be- 
fore they obtained their diplomas, but they were daily. 
They never could say that they had attained to such a 
state of intellectual development that they could not 
learn something else. (Hear, hear.) If they showed 


only doctored their animals, but were eternally trying to their visitors they were not satisfied with what they knew 
prevent the spread of disease, and making the public a at present, but were ever seeking to know more, such 
present of the knowledge they possessed. He was not evidence would convince them they had been among a 
inclined to think that it was altogether lost. He thouglit class of men whom they could look up to, in whom they 
if they stamped out cattle plague, pleuro-pneumonia, could place confidence for advice. If they were really to 
foot-and-mouth disease, glanders, and such diseases the | be of service they must prove to owners of horses, of 
public would recognise that the men who gave them the cattle, of dogs and all domesticated animals that they 
advice how to do it were also best able to help them to | were really able to render services which the owners, 
cure disease. On the whole he could not help thinking | however well acquainted they might be with animals, 
that the public had the sense, good nature, and generos- | were not able to render themselves. (Hear, hear.) There 
ity to appreciate what the profession had done in the | wasa feeling when he was a boy that a stableman knew 
way of teaching them how to manage their animals. It | almost as much as a man who got his living by treating 
Was not many years ago that there was an idea that the animals in disease. That was all altered now ; and they 
ordinary stock-owner or horseman knew more about his wanted to go on impressing the general public with the 
animal than they did : but now they had some reason to | idea that they were of service to them, and that their 
be satistied with their work, and the British public were charges were not so much money paid to enable them to 
satisfied with them. (Hear, hear.) He coupled with | earn their bread and cheese, but that they gave value for 
the toast the name of Mr. Mulvey, President of the whatthey received. He coupled with the toast the names 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. To no man in| of their esteemed friends Mr. Giles Ayres and Mr. 
recent years was more owing from the profezsion for his | Donovan. (Applause.) 
euergy in carrying reforms. Mr. Mulvey had finished,| Mr. Ayres remarked that he had so often had the 
or nearly finished, his duties, and he had arrived at the | pleasure of meeting and dining with that Association that 
end not only without having made an enemy, but having | he had come tu Jook upon himeelf not as a visitor, but 
ded many to his already very large circle of friends. | almost as a member of the profession. He had generally 
(Applance.) responded not as a visitor, but for the Berks Yeowtanry ; 
r. MuLvey returned thanks, and began by saying | and on that subject he might say that during the whole 
t. Hunting had made reference to the advance of the fortuight the Berkshire Yeomanry were out at Uftington 
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during the anceuvres of twelve months ago last autumn 
they had not a sick man ora sick horse. Many people 
thought they knew more than they did, and treated their 
horses themselves, instead of calling in a veterinary sur- 
geon ; but directly there was anything amiss with any of 
his (Mr. Ayres’) horses he called in professional advice. 
(Hear, hear.) As one who took a great interest in the 
horse and every other animal it was a great pleasure to 
him to meet members of their profession. (Applause.) 

Mr. Donovan also acknowledged the compliment. The 
more he knew of the veterinary profession the more he 
respected it. Before he’ bought horses he always had 
them professionally examined, and he considered that to 
his own advantage. If the civil profession had had the 
advantages afforded to the Army practitioners he was 
sure glanders would have been stamped out before now. 
(Applause. ) 

The health of “The President of the R.C.V.M.A.” 
was given by Mr. Irving, who said they had known and 
greatly esteemed their President ever since the Associa- 
tion came into existence. 

Mr. Barvorp, replying, said that although that Asso- 
ciation was not quite as old as some others, he ventured 
to think, having visited a great many of them in different 
parts of the country, that none was conducted on stricter 
or straighter lines. The value of those Associations 
could not be too highly extolled. He would first tutor a 
youth to know the habits of animals in health, for that 
was the best preparaticn for treating them in disease. 
(Hear, hear.) He himself was brought up on a farm ; 
he was convinced that the profession would be in the 
future, as it had been in the past, what they themselves 
made it ; any advance they made or assisted in making 
being due to their own conduct. (Applause). 

Mr. Wueatiry proposed “The Officers of the 
R.C.V.M.A.” saying a great deal of their success depen- 
ded upon their having good officers. In Mr. Hurndall 
they had the right man in the right place, aud he had 
shown great energy and tact in the discharge of his 
duties. (Hear, hear.) As to Mr. Walker, he was a most 
admirable treasurer, and they would have very great 
difficulty in replacing him. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr, Wacker and Mr. Hurndall suitably replied, each 
emphasising the importance of a larger attendance of 
members at the meetings if the prosperity of the Asso- 
ciation was to be maintained. 

A number of excellent songs were rendered during the 
— and the proceedings were altogether most suc- 
cessful. 


J. Surctirre Hon. Sec. 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The 30th half-yearly meeting of this Society was held 
on Wednesday, February 22nd, at the White Horse 
Hotel, Ipswich. A well attended luncheon preceded the 
meeting amongst those present being I’. Low (President) 
in the chair, Professor McFadyean, Messrs. Kitchen and 
Mills, Norwich; T. E. Auger, Wymondham; Sidney 
Smith, Lowestoft ; J. Hammond Jr., Bale; F. Case, 
Fakenham ; J. Barr, Halvergate; Wm. Hunting, Editor 
The Veterinary Record; A. E. Shorten, J. Worsley, and 
H. Philips, Ipswich; C. C. Nesling, Framlinghain ; W. 
Turtill, Wickham Market; A. S. Auger, Saxmundham ; 
R. C. Tayler, Colehester ; and W. Shipley, Jun., Hon. Sec. 

After luncheon the President announced letters re- 
gretting their inability to attend from Lord Henniker, 
Col. Banardiston, and from the following members of 
the Society : Sir H. L. Simpson, Prof. Walley, Messrs. 
Jas, Simpson, Thos. Greaves, F. W. Wragg, A. H. Santy, 
E. H. Leach, Geo. C. Hunting, J. D. Overed, W. 
senr.,and Wm. Bower. 


ANIMAL PLAGUES—HOW TO EXTERMINATE 
THEM. 


By Prof. McFavy«tan, M.B., B.Sc. : R. V. Coll., London. 
All those diseases of animals that fall under the head 
of plagues are caused by parasites—animal or vegetable. 
This has not been absolutely proved in the case of a good 
many plagues, but no one now doubts it. On the present 
occasion I do not propose to say anything about the very 
important class of plagues caused by animal parasites. 

By far the most important parasites of the domesti- 
cated animals belong to the class of bacteria. The bac- 
teria which are the cause of disease may be said to form 
two classes. In the first place there is the class of 
facultative parasites ; the normal mode of existence and 
propagation of organisms of this class is in the outer 
world, where they live on dead organic matter, but now 
and again they find their way into the bodies of ani- 
mals, and are then capable of setting up diseased processes. 
The germs of anthrax, black-quarter, tetanus and acti- 
nomycosis are examples of that class. In the second 
place there is the no less important bacteria that form 
the class of obligatury parasites. These in the course of 
nature are unable to propagate elsewhere than in the 
bodies of living animals, though they may in favourable 
circumstances retain their vitality for a longer or shorter 
time when discharged into the outer world. The bacilli 
of tuberculosis and glanders are good examples of such 
obligatory parasites, and there can be little doubt that 
the uxdiscovered germs of several other well-known 
plagues, such as pleuro-pneumonia, cattle-plague, foot- 
and-mouth disease, etc., have a similar habit of life. 

The distinction implied in the use of these two terms 
is one of great importance when one considers the best 
means of combating animal plagues, for it is obvious that 
the extermination of a species of organism that has awide 
distribution quite apart from diseased animals must be 
a difficult task, as compared with the extermination of a 
species that multiplies only in the animal body. On this 
occasion I intend to discuss briefly the methods of deal- 
ing with some of the most important animal diseases 
caused by obligatory parasites. 


CaTTLE PLAGUE. 


The causal organism of this much to be dreaded plague 
has not yet been discovered—at least the causal connec- 
tion of any organism with the disease has not yet been 
conclusively proved. ‘There can be no doubt, however, 
that it is due to a germ, and that that germ is an obligatory 
parasite. The notion that cattle plague is indigenous 
to the soil in any part of the world is almost certainly 
unfounded, for its great prevalence in certain Eastern 
countries is no evidence that the disease originates or 18 
spread there by any other method than contagion or 1D- 
fection. The stamping out process has already been 
partially employed in Russia, and, it: is reported, with 
much success ; and it is a by no means unreasonable hope 
that this plague may yet be absolutely exterminated. 
This country may now almost be said to have lost interest 
in cattle-plague, as there is not even a remote - 
of its ever again obtainiag a landing on our shores if i 
did, there would now be nv division of opinion regarding 
the nature of the measures to be opposed to it. 


Foot-anp-Movuts 


The causal{germ of this disease is not known, but there 
is no doubt that it is in its habits an obligatory paras! of 
Little requires to be said regarding the best meth 
combating this disease. It has twice _—,, 
last twelvemonths been stamped out; and the = 
of the measures lately employed would make it cu Pe th 
on the part of the Board of Agriculture to meet! 


Shipley, 


any less drastic measures should it ever be re-introte 
The history of the most recent outbreak indica 
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such a re-introduction is by no means improbable even 
when the importation of animals from infected countries 
is prohibited. In view of the tremendously infectious 
character of the disease, it is obvious that the expendi- 
ture of a great sum of money in relentlessly slaughtering 
diseased and suspected would be justified at the beginning 
of an outbreak. When, as in many foreign countries at 
the present time, the disease has spread to such an ex- 
tent as to make the stamping out method impossible on 
the ground of expense, there is little doubt that the 
introduction of a system of thorough inspection, strict 
isolation, and severe penalties for non-reporting or trans- 
gressing regulations, would soun have a good effect. The 
system of declaring large infected areas probably contri- 
buted greatly to the speedy suppression of the 1892 
outbreak. 
PLEURO- PNEUMONIA. 
Pleuro-pneumonia may now with confidence be de- 
clared an extinct disease sv far as the United Kingdom 
is concerned. Everybody knows by what means this 
happy state of things had been brought about. I do not 
propose to re-discuss at any length the rival methods of 
dealing with that disease which a very few years ago were 
urged upon the authorities. On the one hand they 
were advised to oppose the disease by a system of com- 
pulsory inoculation of suspected cattle, combined with 
the slaughter of those actually diseased, and, on the 
other, they were urged to enforce the only measures that 
had ever been successful in ridding any country of pleuro- 
pneumonia, viz., tv slaughter both diseased and suspected. 
Fortunately the latter cause was adopted, and happily it 
proved successful within a shorter period than even the 
most sanguine had anticipated. No well informed per- 
son can believe that if the inoculators had got their way 
we should yet have been appreciably nearer the end of 
the struggle. If anyone doubts this let him turn to the 
state of affairs in France. For the last ten years ; leuro- 
pneumonia has been combated in that country by the 
very system of inoculation which the Board of 
Agriculture was urged to adopt here. and with 
what result? Simply this, that in 1884 the number 
of animals that died from pleuro-pneumonia or were 
slaughtered as affected was 2052, and in 1891 the 
number was practically the same, viz., 2136. Add to that 
the fact that since the introduction of the law now in 
force in France about 100,000 cattle have been compul- 
sorily inoculated, and any unbiassed person has before 
him evidence enough to enable him to estimate the 
relative merits of the system of stamping-out, and that 
of combined inoculation and slaughter. 
Perhaps some one may say “ the facts advanced prove 
conclusively enough that from a national point of view 
the method which has recently proved so succesful in 


this country is the best, but from the veterinary practi- : 
tioner’s much tu be order issued in September last abolishes the distinction 
The answer to that would be, that when the veterinary | previously recognised between glanders and farcy, but 
profession is consulted, the advice given is not supposed | there is little room to hope that this will contribute 


to be based in any degree on selfish considerations. 


| 


mining outbreaks of the disease, and there is therefore 
little room to apprehend that if the disease were once 
stamped out in this country fresh outbreaks would occur 
without the re-introduction of the disease from abroad. 
The returns published by the Board of Agriculture show 
that between 1879 and 1881 inclusive upwards of 300,000 
pigs were attacked with this disease in Great Britain. For 
the last six or seven years the annual average of cases 
has been about 30,000. This is truly an alarming state of 
affairs, and it certainly furnishes the strongest incentive 
to grapple with the disease if there are good reasons for 
believing that the complete eradication of it is possible. 
The absolute futility of the existing regulations is 
abundantly proved by the figures just quoted. These 
regulations barely suffice to hold the disease in check, 
and certainly will never stamp it out. As long as pigs that 
have been attacked with the disease and have apparently 
recovered are allowed to be moved as if healthy, no pro. 

gress towards eradicating the disease will be made, 

Moreover, as long as one authority follows this plan of 
dealing with the disease, it isin a sense a waste of money 
for adjacent authorities to enforce more radical measures. 

There can be no doubt that what we want to stamp out 

this disease is a swine fever Slaughter Order, to be worked 

on the lines of the order which has proved so successful 
against pleuro-pneumonia. To introduce such a 

measure and at once made it applicable to the whole king- 

dom would be a huge undertaking, not only as regards 
the difficulty of execution, but also in respect of its 
initial cost. At the same time, the difficulties do not 

appear to be insuperable, and the cost in the end 

will not be reduced by allowing the present futile regula- 

tions to continue. 

GLANDERS. 


This disease is caused by a bacillus which can be culti- 
vated with comparative ease outside the body on artificial 
media, and yet there is every reason to believe that such 
propagation seldom or never occurs in nature. In other 
words, the parasite is an obligatory one, and when one 
horse becomes the subject of glanders we may be sure 
that the attack is due to the penetration into that horse’s 
body of 4 glanders germ that was born in the body of a 
previous subject of the disease. 

During the last half dozen years the annual number 
of horses attacked with glanders, according to the official 
returns, in Great Britain ‘s about 1000. There is good 
reason to believe that these figures understate the actual 
number of cases. In Wales the disease is now almost 
extinct, and in Scotland at may be said to be confined 
to Glasgow and the neighbourhood. In England the 
losses from the disease are trifling except in London, 
but there, according to the last annual report of the 
Veterinary Department of the Board of Agriculture, very 
few of the large stables are free from it. A glanders 


materially to the suppression of the disease. A glanders 


[tis not improbable that other European countries, with | order on the lines of the pleuro-pneumoria slaughter 


the example of Great Britain before them, will yet 
revolt against te vporising measures, and insist upon the 


order would in a very short space of time see the last 
case of the disease in this country, but such a method of 


application of the only method that has ever been attacking it is not feasible, for the simple reason that 


Suceessful in exterminating pleuro-pneumonia. 
Swine Fever. 


This, the greatest scourge of the porcine species, is a 
contagious and infectious disease caused in all proba- 
ility by a microbe which is an obligatory parasite. On 
that point, however, it is not possible to speak with cer- 
tainty, and it is possible that the bacterium which is the 
cause of it may occasionally multiply in dead organic 
matter external to the animal body. Jt may, however, 
- accepted as certain that the latter mode of propaga- 
on, if it does occur, plays an unimportant part in deter- 


it would entail the slaughter of half the horse stock in 
London-—an expense which probabiy even the Board of 
Agriculture would not dare to face. Wholesale slaughter 
of diseased and contaminated being thus out of the ques- 
tion, it remains to be considered whether the system of 
partial slaughter would be likely to prove successful as a 
stamping out measure. In other words, could the disease 
be stamped out by promptly killing all horses known or 
reasonably suspected of being glandered, and at th same 
time adequately disinfecting contaminated premises. A 
very short time ago the answer to this question ought 
probably to have been in the negative. Partial slaughter 
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failed utterly to stamp out pleuro-pneumonia because of 
the frequency of latent, but still infective cases, and the 
same difticulty of diagnosis until recently existed in the 
case of glanders. I believe that the discovery of the 
diagnostic value of mallein has to a large extent removed 
that difficulty, and that it would now be possible to 
successfully stamp out glanders by the method of partial 
slaughter — that is by killing only the actually diseased. 

The only difficulty that now exists is to find the money 
for compensation. It may be held that it is the duty of 
the Board of Agriculture to take the disease in hand, 
but it appears quite as reasonable to call upon the 
London County Council to deal with it, and to raise the 
money required for compensation. At the present moment 
glanders is not a national or an agricultural question as 
pleuro- pneumonia was, and as swine fever and tuberculosis 
still are. It is a London question in the main, and 
London may not unfairly be asked to deal with it. At the 
same time, the London local authority may be excused if 
it declines to make the necessary sacrifices to stamp out 
glanders as long as other local authorities do not take like 
action, It appears to me that if the Board cf Agriculture 
will not itself deal with glanders, it ought to compel 
local authorities to do so, If clause 15 of the recent 
order were made to read“ A local authority shall cause to 
be slaughtered any diseased or suspected horse, ass, or 
mule, &c.” and if veterinary inspectors were empowered 
to use mallein as an ail to diagnosing in any stable in 
which a case of glanders has been discovered, the stables 
in London and elsewhere would within a comparatively 


What has already been recommended for the suppression 
of glanders may be repeated here. Compulsory inspec- 
tion, slaughter of recognisably or presumably tuberculous 
individuals, and powers to test suspected herds by means 
of tuberculin would soon reduce the disease within 
very narrow limits, but uniformity of action all over the 
country and compensation for animals slaughtered would 
be conditions essential to success. The undertaking, both 
in respect of cost and difficulty of execution, would be 
more formidable than the stamping out of pleuro-pneu- 
monia, but, I for one, believe that success would be 
certain, and the end would justify enormous expenditure. 
Of course, it may be objected that suppoze tuberculosis 
among the domesticated animale were stamped out of 
existence, there would be great risk, and almost a 
certainty, that occasional cases of infection of animals 
from human sources would occur, but measures which 
sufficed to eradicate the disease once might be trusted to 
prevent it ever again vbtaining a dangerous footing. 

At the outset of these observation it was my intention to 
deal shortly with one or two other diseases of the same 
kind as those that I have alluded to, but the time that I 
have already occupied forbids that. In conclusion, 
however, I may be permitted to summarise what I take 
to be the leading points in connection with this subject. 

1. Every animal disease caused by au obligatory para- 
site is exterminable. An exception ought perhaps to be 
made of tuberculosis, inasmuch as human beings consti- 
tute a common soil with the lower animals for the propa- 
gation of the germ, and measures of extermination can 


hardly be devised for the disease in man. 

2. Generally stated, the most appropriate measures of 
extermination are the compulsory slaughter of all ani- 
mals actually diseased, and the simultaneous enforcement 
of adequate disinfection of contaminated premises. 

3. In highly infectious diseases the dealaration of wide 
infected districts, and the taking of strict precautions 


short period have a clean bill of health, so far as glanders 
is concerned. 

Meanwhile veterinary surgeons ought to give publicity 
to the fact that horse owners can stamp out the disease 
in their own premises at the cost of sacrificing their 
actually infected animals. 


— 


er 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Tuberculosis is by far the most important animal 
plague existing in this country at the present time. The 
cause Of the disease is the well-known tubercle bacillus 
—a strictly obligatory parasite, which propagates 
only in the bodies of living animals. It ranks first 
among animal plagues because of the alarming hold 
which it has on the most important of the domestic 
species, and it acquires additional importance from the 
fact that it attacks man himself. It is undoubtedly this 
latter fact that is mainly accountable for the great 
amount of attention that the disease has recently 
attracted, public fear or suspicion having been excited 
that transmission of the disease from the bovine to the 
human species is not a rare occurance. 1 am one of 
those who think that such transmission is rare, and that 


against mediate infection are necessary. 

4. In the case of diseases that frequently assume a 
chronic or occult form slaughter of every animal 
known to have been exposed to the risk of infection 
may be the only possible means of extermination. 

5. The stamping out of animal plagues cannot be 
effected if the execution of the necessary measures is left 
to the option of local authorities. 

6. The extinction of every animal plague being 4 
public or national boon, it is the duty of the State 
to devise and execute the necessary measures, and the 
necessary expense should be defrayed from the Imperial 
Exchequer. 

7. Great Britain’s insular position gives it a great 
advantage over most other nations in the matter of 
dealing with animal plagues. As a complement to the 


Ve if human phthisis would not be sersibly reduced by stamping | stamping out of any disease it would be necessary te 
Nig out bovine tuberculosis, But even if we deny to bovine | take every reasonable precaution against the re-intro- ] 
latina tuberculosis anygreat importance in thisrespect,itis never- | duction of the disease from abroad. Such ——— F. 
bad BA theless a disease which must clamantly demands atten- | would have to take the form of absolute prohibition 0 exp 
tion son of farm stock. As | the importation of live animals of 
PME Y we all know, it has not yet obtained recognition under the | diseases, or rigorous inspection and the enforcemen r, 
‘4 Contagious Diseases Animals Act; and its tremendous a long period of quarantine in others. 
prevalence is due to the utter of public or| 8. Taking into account the 
Pa ee private precautions to prevent its spread. Utterly mis- | inflicted by contagious and infectious diseases, their | 
q have been are prevalent | tinction, even at enormous cost, would in the end be 4 
UPA regarding the manner in which the disease is spread. | great national gain. 2 ; ~~ 
ehdile . The chief blame has been laid on inheritance, and yet ° 9. Diseases which are caused by facultative par Pe 
a Bie | there is very strong evidence to prove that of all the | do not lend themselves to stamping out measures. tu - 
aN a cattle that at the present moment are the subjects of | their case the enforcement of measures designed to prev?" | ™ 
aie 1 the disease not 1 in 10,000 came int» the world tubercu- | further contamination of the soil. is necessary, ol be ap he 
lous. J glanders, so it is with tuberculosis— | some instances protective inoculation might profitably The 
whet one case infects others. ractised. 
if How is the disease to be dealt with? Clearly not by 
A 4 1 the method of wholesale slaughter of diseased and con- 
Se taminated, for that would entail the destruction of 
mE th probably nine-tenths of the cattle in this country. 
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Mr. Low in agreeing with most of the points raised in 
the paper thought that in some cases tuberculosis was 
hereditary. 

Mr. Huntin@ alluded to the risk of swine fever and 
foot-and-mouth disease being carried from animal to 
animal by man, and related the case of supposed infec- 
tion of pigs arising from contact with migratory rats. 
Glanders was a disease most people tried to hide when it 
atfected their horses, and the general public did not take 
sufficient interest in the question. There would be an 
agitation if one or two people died which the Board of 
Agriculture looked into and then shelved, or if they 
made auy crders they were merely permissive. No 
beneficial legislation would oceur until some important 
agricultural body took the case in hand. He did not 
agree with Professor McFadyean that glanders was a 
London question, but evidently a national one. He sug- 
gested the loss of horses in London from glanders might 
be of benefit to agriculturists by increasing the demand 
for cart horses. In conclusion he thought no legisla- 
tion would be adopted until a Bishop or some such per- 
son had succumbed to this disease. 

Mr. Suip.ey, Junr., and Mr. spoke on the 
prevalence of actinomycosis and the beneficial results 
obtained from the treatment with iodide of potassium 
and liquor calcis iodinata. 

After a few remarks by Mr. Shorten, Prof. McFadyean 
replied. 

The PrEstpENT proposed a hearty vote of thanks to 
the Professor for his most important and interesting 
paper, for which the Society were very greatly indebted. 

r. J. E. Kitchen seconded, and the motion was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. W. Suiptey, Junz., proposed that Professor Mc- 
Fadyean should be elected an Honorary Associate of the 
Society. The members would always be pleased to see 
him and to have him take part in their discussions. 
(Hear, hear.) Mr. Sidney Smith seconded, and the 
motion was carried by acclamation. 

Professor McFapygan, in reply, said he was extremely 
grateful for the honour conferred upon him. It was 
always both pleasant and profitable to attend the meet- 
ings of such bodies, and he hoped to be able to take part 
in their discussions as often as possible. (Applause. ) 


a minutes of the last meeting were taken as 
read, 


New MempBexs. 


The following gentlemen were elected members of the 
Society: Messrs. Howes and Mills, Norwich ; Auger, 
Saxmundham ; C. Nesling, Framlingham ; W. Turtill, 
Wickham Market ; A. E. Shorten and J. Worsley, Ips- 
wich ; R. C. Tayler, Colchester; Herbert Buckingham, 
Senr.,and H. Buckingham, Junr., Harleston. 

Mr. J. E. Kircnen proposed that the President (Mr. 
F. Low) should be re-elected for another term of office, 
expressing his belief that Mr. Low would confer a benefit 
Upon the Society by remaining in office. (Hear, hear.) 
Mr, Auger, of Wymondham, seconded, and the motion | 
Was carried unanimously. 

he Present thanked the members for the honour 


Mr. W. Shipley, Juni., was re-elected Secretary. 

The accounts, audited by Messrs. Low and Overed, 
were laid before the meeting and passed. 

On the motion of the Secretary, seconded by Mr. 
Shorten, it was decided to hold the next half-yearly 
meeting in Yarmonth, in July. 


The PRESIDENT read a letter from Mr, Clare Sewell 


Read, an Honorary Associate, requesting his name to be 
struck off the list on account of the opposition of veteri- 


nary surgeons in East Anglia to the operation of dis- 
horning adult cattle. This with the other business was 


adjourned, on the motion of the Secretary, to a special 
meeting in Norwich on some day in the first week in 
May, so as to be able to take in the matter of the Council 
Election. 
A vote of thanks to the President on the motion of 
Mr. J. E. Kitrcnen closed the meeting. 
Wm. Surprey, Jnr., Hon, Sec. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Lieutenant A. H.. Sullivan embarked in Her 
Majesty’s troopship ** Malabar” on March 4th, fora 
tour of service in India, to relieve Lieutenant L. J. 
Blenkinsop. 

Lieutenant W. D. Smith embarked with No, 32 
Field Battery, Royal Artillery, in hired transport 
‘‘Jumpa ” on March 14th, to take medical charge of 
the horses on Board, and for duty in Egypt. 

Lieutenant H. P. Turnbull accompanied the 7th 
(Princess Royal’s) Dragoon Guards from India to 
Egypt, and will return to India on the disembarka- 
tion of the horses. 

A Levee was held on March 13th at St. James’s 


Palace, by His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales. K.G., on behalf of Her Majesty. Colonel J. 
D. Lambert, C.B., Director-General, Army Veter- 
inary Department. attended, and presented the fol- 
lowing officers :— Majors W. Burt, R. Rowe, and 8. 
M. Wilson ; Captain J. K, Grainger; Lieutenants D. 
J. Barry, H M. Maxwell, and A. England. 

Captain 8. Longhurst was also presented by 
Lieut.-General Sir H. Evelyn Wood, G.C.B., &c., 
on appointment as Professor of the Army Veterinary 
School at Aldershot. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Gtanpers AND Farcy 1n Lonpon. 
In the House of Commons Mr. H. Gardiner, in 


oaeeod upon him, and said that in acceptiug the oftice | 
@ should endeavour to discharge his duties to the satis- | 
tion of the members, 
Messrs, A. E. Shorten, F. Case, and Sydney Smith were | 
ted vice- presidents 
auditors 
appointed. » Messrs. Low and Overed, were re 
eae PRESIDENT proposed that the committee should be 
ir som Messrs. Low, Auger, and Overed. The Presi- 
certain business on hand which 
—e to put to the next meeting, and it 
Was as well they should remain in office for the time. 


answer to a question by Mr. KE. H. Bayley as to out- 
breaks of gilanders and farcy in London, said an 
order was issued in September last, and under that 
order vigorous measures had been taken by the 
County Council, assisted by the police. He was 
 appy to say that the number of outbreaks recorded 
in the present year was less than in the correspond- 
ing ; eriod of last year. ‘There was no cause what- 
ever for alarm on the subject. He was car€rully 
watching the operations under the order, with the 
view ot seeing whether further action on his part 


was necessary. 
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EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


“CHEAP” THERMOMETERS. 


*“ A Manufacturing Optician ” writes to The Optician : 

“Some months ago we were pestered by one of the 
partners of a German firm of thermometer makers to try 
clinicals from them. We protested they could not 
graduate them accurately, but, as day after day this gen- 
tleman continued to pester, we allowed him to send us 
two clinicals only as samples. These we found to be 
very fairly and correctly graduated, and the price quoted 
for similar articles per gross was about half the price it 
had hitherto cost us to make them. We thought we 
might try a dozen gross and accordingly ordered, with 
the stipulation that they were to be equal to sample or 
they would be returned. 

In course of time the goods came to hand, and with 
considerable curiosity we commenced testing them. Oh, 
those weary hours! We dare not say how much time 
was spent in trying to find a single correct clinical out of 
the whole parcel. Some at 98 registered 102dgs. and 
some at 102 registered 98dys., from 1 to 5dgs. of error 
was detected in all. Generally, one point was correct 
but no more. We wrote the manufacturers, giving 
details of the errors, and received in reply the amazing 
request to at once return the clinicals as they were 
crowded with orders for them from English and Scotch 
houses who were supplying chemists, doctors, and hospi- 
tals (druggists sundrymen.) 

It is more than serious to think of instruments, such 
as the clinical thermometer, on the accuracy of which 
may hang the question of life or death, being sold in 
England, as they are now being sold by the hundred 
gross, of such an utterly unreliable character. It is 
simply shocking.” 


A Definition of Disinfection. 


In the Provincial Court of Justice at Munich the other 
day a farmer was charged with an infringement of the 
law relative to the cattle plague. The farmer affirmed 
that he had disinfected his stalls according to the re- 
quirements of the Act. A witness, a gendarme, gave 
evideuce contradicting the defendant’s statement. “ Now,” 
said the presiding Judge, “ how did the stalls look? Were 
they whitewashed or dirty?’’ “ Neither, your honour. 
But they were not particularly clean.” And the gend- 
arme looked around the Court. ‘ About as clean,” said 
he, indicating the ceiling, walls, and benches—“ about as 
clean as this here Session Hall.” The defendant was 
discharged. 


Philadelphia Hospital for Sick Dogs. 


The hospital for dogs in connection with the Univer- 
of Pennsylvania, is the only institution of this kind in 
the country. ‘Chere are similar institutions in Berlin, 
Paris and London, but none of these is said to be as 
finely appointed or as large as the University’s building. 
The building staads in the grounds of the veterinary 
department, is 65 by 50 feet in extent, two stories high 
in addition to the basement, and very solidly built of 
Roman hydraulic press face brick, with Lake Superior 
red stone trimmings. It has all the rooms of an ordinary 
hospital, for clinics and operating, baths, medication and 
cooking. The dogs will be in separate cages on wheels, 
and fifty or sixty can be kept under treatment at one 
time. It is expected that students will learn a great 
deal in comparative anatomy by this sort of thiug, and 
not a few wealthy people are willing to pay well for hav- 
ing their favourite dogs scientifically treated. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE CHEMIST ON OUR PHARMACOPCIA, 
Sir, 

After perusing the followi:g, which appeared in The 
Chemist and Druggist of January 28th, Ae can be no 
doubt that chemists aim to become competitors for 
veterinary practice. What is to be done to stop this 
arrant quackery ? 

Wattsn STAPLEY. 

Camden House, Dartford. 


Proposed Veterinary Pharmacopoeia. 


At the last meeting of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, Mr. Donald, of Wig- 
ton, brought forward a proposal he has long advocated 
that the College should issue an official Veterinary 
Pharmacopeia. The solicitor appears to have advised 
that the College had no power under its Charter to 
publish such a book, and Mr. Donald changed the 
words of his motion so as to authorise the College to 
‘purchase and possess” such a work—meaning, 
apparently, the copyright of such a work. After some 
discussion the proposal was. referred to a committee. 
Some alarm seems to have been felt lest the suggested 
Veterinary Pharmacuopceia should turn out a sort of 
druggists’ recipe-book, an insinuated charge which 
Mr. Donald indignantly repudiated. One of the 
speakers, however, intimated that without a sale 
among the druggists there was little chance of making 
such a work pay. The problem before the committee, 
therefore, is to make the book sufficiently attractive to 
chemists and druggists to induce them to buy it, but 
sufficiently useless when they have got it that it shall 
not enable them to compete better than they now do 
with registered vets. Druggists may await the Royal’s 
decision philosophically, seeing that they have in 
“ Veterinary Counter Practice’? quite as good a 
recipe-book as anything Red Lion Square is likely to 
produce. 


THE PROFESSION IN THE WEST INDIES. 


A subscriber writing from St. John’s, Antigua says :— 
I send you by this mail one of our local papers, and 
would call your attention to an advertisement which I 
have marked, of J. D. Harper. This man holds no de- 
gree whatever, he is a nigger and was until quite recently 
a manager on a plantation (sugar) in this island. 

Hoping this will open the eyes of veterinary surgeons 
who think there is a good opening in the West Indian 
Colonies, and apologising for trespassing on your space. 

Yours faithfully, 
CoLoniIaAL PRactivioNnes. 


NOTICE. 


I am prepared to do Veterinary Practice, and have 
good Stabling accommodation on Tue 


Estate, for operating purpuses. ARPER. 


Feby. 2, °93. 


Communications, Books, aND :—Prof 
McFadyean, Vet.-Capt. Iles Matthews ; Messrs. 


J. W. Thomas, J. R. Carleas, “‘ American Vety. Rev! 
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